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Background
Project of the German Society of Paediatric Cardiology (DGPK): 
Documentation of the History of  Paediatric Cardiology since 1950 in Europe, inter-
viewing its honorary members. The interview with Kurt Amplatz, Prof. em. University 
of Minnesota, took place at Weimar October 4, 2012.  
Aim
The documentation of the contemporary witness of Kurt Amplatz, a pioneer in the 
field of interventional radiology and pediatric cardiology, inventor of basic tools and 
devices in this field, above all the Amplatzer occluders®.
Method
An interview with standardised questions recorded on video. The transcription 
undergoes an evaluating and analysing process of historico-medical contextualisation. 
We present some aspects of his career, photos and videosequences.
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The interview October 4, 2012 – Foto l:  Kurt Amplatz interviewed by Jochen Weil. Foto r (l to r): Kurt Amplatz, Götz
Müller, Jochen Weil, Johanna Meyer-Lenz (Photos: J. Meyer-Lenz)
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1957 – 1999 Kurt Amplatz Professor of Radiology University Mn
III: His contributions in the field of paediatric cardiology

Some of his innovative techniques / devices for
catheterisation and angiography: 

High-resolution x-ray equipment e.g. double contrast
coronary angiography and Heparin-coated guides wires

Sheathed neeedles for angiography
an effective light weight portable injector for detection of 

small intracardiac shunts in children; (4)
introduction of left heart catheterisation
Specially shaped cardiac catheters, i.e. the modified

Amplatz for left / right coronary angiografy (photo r)  
The textbook, a record of the collated experiences :K. 

Amplatz et al. „Radiology of congenital heart Disease“
(1986)
Kurt Amplatz personally witnesses (e.g.):

How he went to Stockholm to learn the original percuta-
neous vessel puncture technique of Seldinger in 1957 

How he launched the start-up company of his younger
daughter feeding to her company „Microvena“the
GooseNeckSnare in 1979 (photo r)

K. Amplatz
about 1957

Results:
1.The document records the epoch-making starting situation in Minneapolis in

the fifties and his outstanding scientific and entrepreneurial accomplish-
ments from 1957 up to today influencing enormously the new field of Paedi-
atric Cardiology.

2.It documents the contribution of Kurt Amplatz to the increasing part of 
interventional cardiology since 1990s.

Kurt Amplatz: an original 
method of sterilising
cathters

Discussion:
1.What are the aspects which have to be added? (e.g. the paradigm shift of 
scientific and technological research / networks)

2.What is about the role of transfer /  of cooperative colleagal work / of global 
concurrence and copy ? “The best compliment is to be copied.“ (Kurt 
Amplatz, October 4, 2013)

Reference person: Prof. Dr. med Jochen Weil - University Heart Center Hamburg GmbH
Department of Paediatric Cardiology Phone: +49 (0)4074 – 56825  jweil@uke.de

Injector for left heart
cathterization
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