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 Something unusual, yet 
useful – this ambitious aim was the 
motivation for a class of students at 
the English Department to create a new 
kind of city guide. Looking at ex isting 
publications, Dr. Barbara Röckl and 

doctoral candidate Tristan Kugland 
realized that the only tourist guides in 
English were mere shopping guides. 
“We wanted to create something that 
would offer academic guests and tour-
ists from around the world a different, 
more personal view on Kiel”, explains 
Röckl, lecturer for literary and cultur-

al studies at Kiel University. Kugland 
adds: “Something rather different from 
the ordinary, not just another collec-
tion of sights.” As a result, they created 
a two-week seminar in September that 
encompassed a literary and cultural 

historic part as well as a week of 
creative writing with travel writer 
Linda Lappin, an American novelist 
who teaches in Italy. 
During those two weeks, students 
gathered ideas about places they 
found suitable to present in a 
travel guide. “Everyone was 
asked to choose a place that 
they felt was an interesting 
part of the city”, Kugland 
says. Among the places that 
made their way into the 
book are common sights 

such as Holtenauer Straße, 
Dreiecksplatz and the City Hall. 
Schrevenpark, the Old Botani-
cal Garden, the beach at Falken-
stein and the Audimax will also 
be featured in the book. But 
among the 40 places there are 
also unknown or unexpected 
places which help readers to 

acquire a fresh perspective of the city. 
Amidst those are the Tucholsky bar 
on Bergstrasse, the basement of Ols-
hausenstraße 10 – where the English 
Department is situated – or the café 
“Der Alte Mann” next to the Maritime 
Museum. The students’ short texts 
offer information about the sights or 
places, albeit in a different kind of 
setting. For example, the City Hall is 
the background of a mystery story; at 
the Tucholsky the protagonist expe-

riences a kind of initiation rite, and the 
chapter on the English Department is 
a crime story set in the basement of 
the building. 
Being a city guide, the book will con-

tain a map that shows where the places 
are located. The stories are categorized 
into various chapters, such as universi-
ty, night life, culture, and green spaces.
“A regional publishing company, the 
“w.ort.wechsel-Verlag” in Bordesholm, 
is supporting us”, explains Röckl. 
To gether with the students, they are 
working on layout and photographic 
amendments. The works bearing the 
title “Writing Kiel” was supported by 
the jubilee fund. It will be published 
in the summer of 2015.
 Ann-Christin Wimber

 Each semester marine sci-
ence in Kiel is placed under a dif-
ferent topic. This summer semester, 
researchers have set a focus on “Ocean 
Interfaces – from nanoscale to global 
impact”. The topic will highlight the 
question of how small-scale processes 
taking place at the various ocean inter-

faces affect global biogeochemical 
cycles and climate change. A promi-
nent example is the uptake of atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide (CO

2
) by the 

oceans: “Around thirty percent of the 
CO

2
 released to the atmosphere from 

fossil fuel combustion are taken up by 
the oceans”, explains Professor Ger-

not Friedrichs, physical che-
mist at Kiel University and a 

member of the Cluster of Excel-
lence “Future Ocean”. “We would 

like to decipher how this process is 
determined on the molecular level.” 
The surface microlayer, which is the 
interface between ocean and atmo-
sphere, is tiny, yet large because it 
spans the globe. The physical-chemical 
and biological processes that take place 
in this microlayer, which is only one 
millimetre thick, have an impact on 
our climate. They affect the air-sea 
interaction of the greenhouse gas CO

2 

as well as other climate-relevant trace 
gases like methane and nitrous oxide. 
Friedrichs and his colleague Professor 
Hermann Bange, GEOMAR Helmholtz 
Centre for Ocean Research Kiel, are 
sure that understanding these small-
scale processes will improve scientists’ 
ability to predict future climate change. 
They want to find out how – figura-
tively speaking – the oceans breathe 
through their skin and what blocks or 
enhances this exchange process. 
However, small-scale processes at 

interfaces are complex and not easily 
accessible. “What we see is mostly a 
combination of events that take place 
on physical, chemical, and biological 
levels”, Bange points out. “To explore 
the overall effects, various experts are 
needed – chemists, biologists, physi-
cists, geologists, and ecologists. This 
is therefore both a natural interface 
and an academic one.” Other impor-
tant marine interfaces are the seaf-
loor, the coast and the surface of living 
organisms or non-living materials. An 
ex ample for the latter is the colonization 

of ship hulls and buoys by organisms 
that cling to the surface and grow 
 there – known as biofouling.
To address all these scientific que-
stions, scientists from around the globe 
will meet in Kiel. The Surface Ocean – 
Lower Atmosphere Study (SOLAS), an 

international scientific research initia-
tive, will be hosting an Open Science 
Conference from 7 to 11 September 
as part of the 350th jubilee of Kiel 
University. Around 300 scientists are 
expected to come together to discuss 
current research in the field of air-sea 
interactions. During the conference the 
general public is invited to visit the 
exhibition “Future  Ocean Dialogue” 
at the Audimax, which will present 
research on the ocean in an innovative 
manner. Additionally, a public lecture 
series on various ocean interfaces has 
been organized as part of the  semester 
topic (see page 11). Everybody is 
 invited to listen to the lectures, main-
ly in German, which will be mainly 
given in the Lecture Hall of GEOMAR 
Helmholtz Center for Ocean Research 
in Kiel. “This corresponds to the con-
cept of “Future Ocean”, to be open to 
the public and to give insights into its 
work”, stresses Friedrichs. 
 Ann-Christin Wimber

www.futureocean.org/semester_topics/
sose_2015/en/index.php

The ocean – our final frontier? Covering two thirds of the world’s surface, 
it is often still a mystery to us. In Kiel, the Cluster of Excellence “Future 
Ocean” faces the various challenges global oceans have to offer. 

Combining touristic services and creative writing, a class at the English 
Department has created a unique city guide to known and unknown places 
in Kiel.

Not your typical tourist guide 

The kitchen doors fly open and two 
dishes glide past me, held high by a 
smiling waitress. I greet Ole. “The 
usual.” He nods, and I step outside 
to enjoy the cool shade under the 

trees where leaves rustle and waves 
splash against the quay. 

Nicolai Stricker “The Old Man” 

(Gaststätte am Schifffahrtsmuseum)

The door hisses open. You get 
off; you’re there. End of the line. 
It’s cold. It’s Kiel, you knew what 

to expect.  
Arne Lüthje “Arrival” (Train Station)

She reminded me of a passenger hol-ding on to the railing of a ship during a wild storm, afraid of being thrown into the ocean. At a red traffic light she pointed to her left. “You see that shop over there? Schokodeern? Lovely place. I used to have coffee there with my husband, every Sunday, 40 years ago. We met there, can 
you imagine!” 

Coralie Dix “Changes” 
(Holtenauer Straße)

 Scientists from Europe, the 
US, Canada and Australia participated 
in the so-called “International Cluster 
Symposium”. Understanding genetic 
and molecular causes for inflammatory 
diseases like Crohn’s disease, neuro-
dermatitis or asthma is a big challenge 
for modern medicine. The exchange of 
knowledge and scientific cooperation 
are the most important components for 
successful science and research. Thus, 
the plenary program of the symposium 
focused on the future-orientated topics 

of the cluster. “We are experiencing a 
change in understanding the causes of 
chronic inflammation processes and 
associated diseases”, says Professor 
Rudi Balling, Luxembourg Centre for 
Systems Biomedicine and Speaker of 
the Scientific Advisory Board of the 
cluster. “No longer do we consider 
genetic factors alone as the main cause, 
but environmental factors like diet or 
infections are recognized as important 
factors in the development of chronic 
inflammations. The Cluster of Excel-

lence ‘Inflammation at Interfaces’ in its 
second funding phase is on a very good 
way to decoding these environmental 
factors.” 
One focus of the program were IT 
infrastructures, which are gaining 
importance for the evaluation of  lar ge 
data sets, the so-called ‘big data’. 
 Genetic or proteomic analyses produce 
huge amounts of data, which need to 
be analyzed, processed and stored in a 
well thought-out way. Professor Stefan 
Schreiber, cluster Speaker, emphasizes 

the significance of a well-structured IT 
system: “From our point of view, indi-
vidualized medicine needs a solid and 
well-planned IT infrastructure. Thus, 
we can combine medical data sets in 

a meaningful way to achieve a higher 
knowledge for our patients.”

Many young scientists participated 
in the symposium as well as compet-
ed for poster prizes. The cluster had 
announced prizes for the three best 
posters, which were each awarded with 
800 euros. Supporting young scientists 
at the beginning of their career is a spe-
cial focus of the cluster. In particular its 
mentoring program, which supports 
male and female PhD students and 
postdocs, is a unique feature of the 
cluster “Inflammation at Interfaces”. 
 Dr. Tebke Böschen

Individualized medicine as a vision of the future 
Around 340 experts discussed strategies at the International Cluster Symposium to detect inflammatory diseases in their early 
stages or even prevent them. Individualized medicine is their vision of the future.  

Dr. Barbara Röckl (left) and doctoral candidate Tristan Kugland along with students of the 
English Department have created a tourist guide with literary aspirations.          Credit: acw

A detailed look to chemical, biological and physical processes that occur at ocean inter-
faces such as the ocean surface and the seafloor allows a better understanding of the 
production, transformation and emission of climate-relevant substances. The figure shows 
that the interplay of many different processes needs to be taken into account to assess the 
ocean’s role in the earth’s climate system. Identifying the key elements of this complex 
interplay requires close collaboration of scientists from various natural science 
disciplines.                                                                                              Source: Gernot Friedrichs

Understanding the oceans’ skins


