
 

Job Advertisement 
 
 

The Plant Breeding Institute of the Christian-Albrechts-University of Kiel, Germany, currently 
offers one position for a  
 
 

Postdoctoral Research Associate 
 
 
for two years, planned start July 2018 with the research topic “Improving oilseed rape by Cas9-
mediated genome editing”. The salary is based on the German public pay scale TV-L 13) It´s 
a full-time position (38,7 hours per week).  
 
The position in the project is funded by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) 
as part of the program „Nutzpflanzen der Zukunft“. 
 
 
Area of Activity: 
The aim of the project is to establish novel CRISPR/Cas based gene editing techniques in 
rapeseed (Brassica napus). We aim to develop a tissue culture-free transient transformation 
technique and edit genes involved in important traits in rapeseed breeding like pod shatter 
resistance, yield and glucosinolate content. Prototypes will be generated for further use in 
standard breeding programs.  
 
Tasks and Areas of Responsibility:  
The successful applicant will: 

- Generate novel vector constructs for CRISPR/Cas editing aiming at gene replacement 
and multiplexing 

- Measure gene expression of candidate genes by RT-qPCR 
- Apply different tissue culture based transformation protocols to achieve gene editing 
- Identify shatterproof and multilocular mutant genotypes 
- Analyze glucosinolate content by HPLC in putative low glucosinolate mutants 

 
Qualifications: 
We expect:  

- A doctoral degree in agriculture or related sciences, 
- A master’s degree in agriculture (or a comparable subject), 
- Excellent background in genetics, mapping and plant molecular biology 
- Sound laboratory experience: DNA and RNA isolation, PCR, quantitative Real-Time 

PCR, cloning 
- Profound experience in plant tissue culture and transformation of crop plants 
- Previous experience of fieldwork and plant phenotyping 
- Excellent command of the English language, both written and spoken, 
- Sound experience in MS Office applications (word, excel, power point) 
- Cooperativeness, i.e., ability to work in a team, 
- Independence and commitment  

  
What we offer: 

- A challenging and interesting research position with the possibility to shape your own 
research profile, 

- More information on the research done in the working group and current research 
projects can be found in the internet https://www.plantbreeding.uni-kiel.de/en 

 
 



 

Kiel University wishes to increase the number of female scientists in faculty positions and 

encourages applications from qualified women. Female applicants will be given preference in 

case of equal suitability, competence and professional performance.  

 

The University of Kiel has an equal opportunities policy for persons with recognized disabilities. 
Disabled persons with the necessary qualifications will therefore be given priority. 
 

Applications by people with a migration background are particularly welcomed. 
 

 
Interested candidates should send an application, including a cover letter, CV, references, and 
copies of degree certificates to 
 

Institut für Pflanzenbau und Pflanzenzüchtung 
der Christian-Albrechts-Universität 
zu Händen von Frau Antje Jakobeit 

Olshausenstraße 40 
24118 Kiel 

 
email: a.jakobeit(at)plantbreeding.uni-kiel.de 

 
 
Application deadline is March 16, 2018. Please refrain from submitting application photos. 
 
For further information regarding the position, please contact Dr. Hans Harloff (Tel.+49 431 
880 3212). 
 
 


