
23.01. 2016unizeit 85 | news + stories | page 8

 The name of the project is  
“Urban Dynamics: Global Perspectives 
for a Socio-cultural Urban Manage-
ment.” It was launched this autumn 
with EU funding of 235,000 Euro. Led 
by Professor Javier Gómez-Montero 
from the Institute of Romance Studies 

and Professor Rainer Wehrhahn 
from the Department of Geogra-
phy, the subject of this initiative 
is not random. It is actually all 
about looking beyond the 
boundaries of individual 
disciplines and encoun-
tering the growing 
diversity of cities from 
as many different per-
spectives as possible. 
Economic crises and 
the accompanying 
social cuts and frac-
tures, political con-
flicts and growing 
cultural diversity as a 
result of, among other 

things, the immigration of peo-
ple hoping for a safer and better 
life - these are the decisive trends 
that characterise urban dynamics, 
according to co-project manager Dr 
Corinna Hölzl. “We want to develop 
innovative approaches to enable our 
cities to react better to these dyna-
mics”, explains the geographer.
This can mean a lot in practical 
terms, according to her colleague 
Dr Victor Ferretti from the Institute 

of Romance Studies: “What can a city 
do to counter the growing isolation 
of old people? And how can big cities 
react when heterogeneous complexity 

in language and culture results from 
immigration?”
Even just these few examples 
demonstrate that intercultural skills 
can only be helpful in such situations. 
This is why Kiel University is wor-

king on the project not just for itself, 
but together with European partner 
universities Universidade de Santiago 
de Compostela and Université Paris 8, 
as well as Universidad del Salvador in 
Buenos Aires and Universidade Feder-
al de Pernambuco in Brazilian Recife. 
The five universities provide expertise 
in social and cultural sciences as well 
as geography, and maintain various 
partnerships with regional city players 

in practice.
This is a decisive element of the 

focus of the project, which is aimed 
at Master’s degree  students  and 

graduates of subjects such as geogra-
phy and romance languages, as well as 
social and cultural sciences. While in 
the first module the subject is taught 
at all five universities through a joint 
online lecture, at least six weeks of 
work experience abroad is scheduled 
for the winter semester 2016. This work 

experience can take place at city 
authorities, as well as at cultural 
establishments, social associa-
tions or businesses.
Case studies in which one 
and the same phenomenon is 
 examined at the participating 

universities are also planned. “The 
possible topics, from protests against 
social cuts through to cultural initi-
atives, are almost endless”, stressed 

Corinna Hölzl. The aim is to create 
stimulus following the “good practice” 
model, according to which successful 
initiatives or projects can be transferred 
from one city to another city.
This should benefit both the people 
living in the cities and the participa-
ting students. “We want to facilitate 

participation in urban research that is 
interdisciplinary and based on profes-
sional fields”, said Victor Ferretti, who 
knows “that such practical experience 
can offer students direction in their 
search for a career path”.
The EU project is initially scheduled 
for two years. One of the highlights is 
a symposium next year in Paris, with 
external experts and around 70 stu-
dents, including 18 from Kiel. Those 

responsible for the 

project at Kiel University hope that the 
project will not come to an end after 
two years. In fact, they hope to esta-
blish an international Master’s degree 
programme that provides a scientific 
view through interculturally tinted 
glasses for the long term.
 Martin Geist

 900 cocoa farmers from two 
regions in Ghana were asked about 
their favourite crop insurance pro-
grammes. The problem is that none 
of these programmes currently exist 
in Ghana for smallholder farmers, but 
they are urgently needed. “Agriculture 
forms the backbone of the economy 
of Ghana. If you improve agriculture, 
you improve the whole Ghanaian life”, 
claims Dr Victor Owusu. From 2013 to 
the end of 2015, he was based at the 
Department of Food Economics at Kiel 
University. Funded by a Humboldt Fel-
lowship, Dr Owusu evaluated the data 
he collected in his home country of 
Ghana. Together with his host, Profes-
sor Awudu Abdulai, the economist was 
driven by two questions: Under which 

conditions are farmers willing to parti-
cipate in crop insurance programmes, 
and what kind of crop insurance would 
they prefer? 
Although cocoa contributes much to 
the domestic economy, it remains a 
kind of black hole in research regarding 
economic incentives that would protect 
farmers against crop losses, as Owusu 
explains: “We decided to concentrate 
on cocoa because it is one of Ghana’s 
most important export goods. But it is 
still an area people have not actually 
looked at.” In Ghana and most parts of 
sub-Saharan Africa, smallholder far-
mers face a lot of weather uncertain-
ties and production risks, which affect 
prices and yields. For instance, farmers 
from the northern part of Ghana are 

highly vulnerable to unfavourable cli-
matic conditions. Owusu asserts: “It´s 
very dry in the north and they only 
have one rainy season, compared to 
farmers in the south who have two 
rainy seasons and can harvest twice 
a year.” As cocoa trees grow best in 
a humid environment, farmers in the 
south have an advantage. Apart from 
the problem of basic risk, simple rain-
fall index insurance may not be sui-
table for cocoa farmers. “Instead of 
focusing on indexed crop insurance, it 
would be better to specifically design 
suitable crop insurance products which 
could minimise the problems of moral 
hazards and adverse selection”, Owusu 
sums up his experience. 

Since crop insurance is currently not 
developed in Ghana, the problems 
need to be addressed from the indi-
vidual farmer’s perspective. Owusu’s 
approach was to present different crop 
insurance programme scenarios to ran-
domly selected cocoa farmers in two 
cocoa producing regions in Ghana. He 
designed three insurance types, chan-
ged the price and mode of payment, 
the duration and the kind of insurance 
agency. “Our survey showed that far-
mers in Ghana are very heterogeneous 
in their preferences.” After interview-
ing several hundred farmers, Owusu 
identified factors that would influence 

cocoa farmers’ participation in crop 
insurance programmes. “We found out 
that the more educated and wealthier 
farmers are more likely to participate. 
The same goes for farmers with other 
employment apart from farming. Pro-
duction risks and credit constraints, 
as well as the usage of chemicals also 
influence the likelihood”, says Owusu. 
After returning to Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science and Technology 
in Ghana, the next step is to promote 
the novel findings from his research. 
Owusu is going to make recommen-
dations to relevant stakeholders in the 
cocoa sub-sector in Ghana, including 
policy makers, relevant institutions 
and non-governmental organisations: 
“My hopes are very high but the effort 
depends on the important stakehol-
ders – and how they embrace 
the results. We need their 
support to develop and 
promote innovative crop 
insurance products for 
the farmers.” 
In Kiel, he was able to rely 
on the support of the 
university 

admini  stration and the people, Owusu 
remembers: “My life in Kiel was very 
pleasant and  exciting, especially when 
my children visited me. They enjoyed 
the time as guest students here. Ger-
mans are very friendly and things are 
well structured and organized.” Owusu 
is now looking forward to spending 
more time with his family and to con-
tinuing with research and teaching at 
his home university. Professor Awudu 
Abdulai and Dr Victor Owusu have 
been collaborating for some time now 
and they will be continuing their work 
on improving the welfare of Ghanaian 
farmers. “Coming back to Ghana is 
like skill and knowledge transfer. My 
students, academicians and the entire 
nation are going to benefit a lot.”                
                                                Raissa Nickel

The future belongs to the cities. And they are developing with a dynamic 
that demands new forms of conceptual handling. This is the basis of an 

EU funded international project by Kiel University. 

Former Humboldt fellow Dr Victor Owusu wants to improve the welfare of Ghanaian cocoa farmers. Innovative crop insurance 
products can help them overcome income fluctuations and production risks.   

Cocoa life insurance

More and more refugees are seeking 
shelter in Schleswig-Holstein and 
Kiel in order to escape war, terror and 
destruction. Many of these people 
have already studied in their home 
countries and are qualified to study 
at Kiel University. Our university 
supports these refugees in starting, 
continuing or completing their studies 
at Kiel University in the easiest way 

possible. For this purpose numerous 
people put a lot of effort into creating 
measures and offers for refugees. 
Many of the refugees coming to Kiel 
and Schleswig-Holstein have an excel-
lent education and are therefore in 
principle qualified to study at Kiel 
University. Nevertheless, the road to 
the regular course of study is long 
and difficult. There are not enough 
 suitable language course offers for 
all refugees. Additionally, inflexible 
application deadlines and timewise 

uncoordinated language tests prevent 
studies being started quickly. To 
tackle these problems, Kiel University 
is currently working on a concept to 
offer refugees with suitable qualifica-
tions a perspective for future studies:
Every refugee with the qualification 
to study and with a knowledge of Ger-
man or English (B1 or B2) can apply 
as a guest auditor in an admission-free 
subject. Participants will be able to 
take examinations and to receive cre-
dits for the actual course of study.

To apply for the courses refugees 
need normal copies of school leaving 
certificates, preferably high school 
diplomas or university certificates. It 
is also necessary to give proof of their 
knowledge in German or English, 
for example with “certificates” from 
schools or language courses.  sma

More information on requirements, finding 
courses and the application process: 
www.international.uni-kiel.de/en 

Refugees welcome

Cocoa is a very important export good of Ghana.      Foto: Thinkstock

 Interculturally tinted glasses

“Agriculture forms the backbone of 
the economy of Ghana. If you im-

prove agriculture, you improve the 
whole Ghanaian life.“


